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pretty well myself, but I want to have your memory to con-
firm mine, and that will be all-sufficient for the statement
I wish to make. There is something very comic in our dear
Secretary thinking he will be criticized for being over-
prepared and precipitating the war if that order is pub-
lished.

EL C. LODGE.

In his book, "The War with Spain" (Harper & Brothers,
1899), Senator Lodge records the incident as follows:

"On February 25 a cable message was sent to Commo-
dore Dewey by Mr. Roosevelt directing him to assemble
his squadron at Hong Kong, retain the Olympia which had
been ordered back to San Francisco, and be prepared in
case of war for offensive operations in the Philippines. On
the 3d of March the Mohiccm was sent with ammunition to
Honolulu, there to await the 'Baltimore, which was to take
the ammunition on board and proceed at once to join the
Asiatic Squadron. No wiser or more far-sighted precau-
tions were ever taken by an administration than these, and
it was all done so quietly that no one on the outside knew
what was happening."

"Writing to John Hay, Secretary of State, on July 1,1899,
Boosevelt gave his own view of what would have been the
outcome at Manila if Dewey had not been in command and
if the fleet had not been in a condition of thorough prepara-
tion.

"In last year's fighting, as the President knows, there
was a good deal of hesitation in sending Dewey to the
Asiatic Squadron. It was urged very strongly by the
Bureau of Navigation that Howell was entitled to go.
Finally, and most wisely, the Secretary decided to disre-
gard the argument of seniority and to send Dewey. If he
had not done so, there would have been no Philippine prob-
lem at present, for our fleet would have done nothing more
than to conduct a solemn blockade of Manila until our coal
gave out, and then go away."